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International is the “publication of record” for the world’s aquaculture producers who provide the world 
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the Intrafish Group, the world’s leading media group serving the seafood and aquaculture industries. To 
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USFDA Selects Third Party Certification Organizations 

 
The US Food and Drug Administration (USFDA) announced on December 2, the names of the five 
certification organizations it will work with for Phase II of the Pilot Project on use of third party certifiers 
for aquaculture shrimp.  
 
This Pilot Project is an integral part of USFDA's plan for improving the safety of US food imports by 
moving selected import product categories into third party certification systems. In June 2008, USFDA 
announced it would be selecting private certification agencies to provide third party certification that 
would then be used to “Green Lane” imports of certified products into the US, thus, enabling USFDA to 
concentrate its own inspection efforts on non-certified products. Subsequently, the FDA solicited 
proposals from governments and other organizations that might become future certification partners. 
 
The Aquaculture Certification Council (ACC), which is the exclusive licensee of the Global Aquaculture 
Alliance (GAA) for certification under GAA’s Best Aquaculture Practices (BAP) Standards, has now 
been selected as one of this group of six certification agencies. The other organizations include the Thai 
department of Fisheries, the Seafood Inspection Service of the US National Marine Fisheries Service, and 
three private testing laboratories. 
 
The ACC/GAA team is the only certification standards issuing organization chosen to participate, and this 
selection is a vote of confidence by USFDA in the GAA’s Best Aquaculture Practices standards for 
aquaculture shrimp at the feed, hatchery, farm, and processing levels.  
 
Our readers know that this author was a founding Director of ACC and currently serves as its Chairman 
and that his comments are solely his personal views and do not reflect the positions or policies of ACC. 
 
For the record, in alphabetical order, here are the organizations selected for Phase II of the program: 
 

• Bureau Veritas Group Company 
• Global Aquaculture Alliance / Aquaculture Certification Council Inc. 
• Inspectorate America Corporation 
• SGS United States Testing Company 
• Seafood Inspection Service, National Marine Fisheries Services, National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce 
• Thailand Department of Fisheries 
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The Pilot Program responds to a recommendation in President Bush’s Action Plan for Import Safety, 
issued in November 2007, which called for the development of voluntary third-party certification 
programs for foreign producers who export to the United States. The USFDA’s Food Protection Plan, also 
issued last November, emphasizes qualified and legitimate third party certification as a way to help verify 
the safety of products from both foreign and domestic food companies. 
 
USFDA’s Assessment of the Food Protection Plan 

In its One Year Summary of Progress under the Food Protection Plan, USFDA is claiming considerable 
progress over the past year in protecting the nation’s food supply from pathogens and toxic substances. 
The agency released a report on December 1 describing what officials call an ambitious campaign to 
redesign the whole approach to food inspection. The goal is to identify contaminated food, whether 
imported or domestic, at the earliest stages of the production and distribution process while being ready to 
respond quickly if pathogens enter the food supply. 

As we have said previously in this column, 2009 will be a year of major changes in the regulation of US 
food imports. We have reviewed, in previous columns, quantitative data that demonstrates clearly that 
Congress will focus specifically on the seafood industry when it tightens import supervision. In 
September 2008, the USDA Economic Research Service issued its report Food Safety and Imports: An 
Analysis of FDA Food-Related Import Refusal Reports, Some 5,360 Import Refusal cases between 1998 
and 2004 were analyzed. Seafood was the Number One offender accounting for 1,412 cases. Vegetable 
products were second at 1,308 and fruit third at 859. Readers will also recall that we discussed the 
European Union’s Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (“RASFF”) 2007 warnings for the seafood and 
aquaculture industries which lead all industry categories with 21% of 2007’s 7,354 RASFF Warnings 
having been issued in connection with aquatic food products.   
 
Our readers, producers of high-value aquaculture products, know that much stronger enforcement is 
coming soon - both the EU and the USA. In previous columns we have told you what to expect in 
forthcoming legislation. If you are a producer, now is the time to start preparing your plant sanitation 
compliance program. If you are an importer, you must take pro-active steps to reduce and control the 
much greater risks that will be faced by importers of record in 2009 and beyond. 
 
How a Regulatory Agency Ought Not to Respond to a Food Safety Crisis 
 
Finally, I want to point out, in the hope that our readers will bring to the attention of policy makers in 
their respective countries, the lessons that the USA has learned from the “attack of the killer jalepeno” 
that we covered in the June to August 2008 period. The Produce Safety Project, funded by the Pew 
Charitable Trusts and Georgetown University (Washington, DC) has produced a timely and detailed 
analysis of the mistakes made by various agencies involved in Food Safety during the Salmonella 
Saintpaul outbreak in the US in mid-2008. With absolutely no objective information to support their 
actions, agencies such as USFDA, USDA, and the Centers for Disease Control identified tomatoes as the 
source of the contamination. The summer tomato industry was “shut-down” and over $500 million of 
damage was done to farmers across the USA (over $100 million in my state of Florida alone). The source 
of the outbreak was later identified as Mexican Jalapenos – but long after irresponsible regulators had 
done needless damage to tomato growers. Our European readers should know that when America said 
good-bye to England some 230 years ago we left in place the “sovereign immunity” of the King – so 
farmers have nowhere to go to recover the $500 million in damages inflicted by regulators. The Pew / 
Georgetown Report can be downloaded from www.ProduceSafetyProject.org 
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Major New Food Labelling Regulations for the EU in 2009 
 
Our European Union readers and those producers who ship to the EU should bear in mind that significant 
new food labelling regulations will likely be introduced in 2009. 
 
Directive 2000/13/EC of 20 March 2000 (OJ L 109 6.05.2000) remains, for the time being the basic 
legislation with respect to Food Labelling in the European Union. However, in December 2006, 
Regulation (EC) No. 1924/2006 (OJ L 12 18.1.2007 pp. 003-018) was issued to complement Directive 
2000/13/EC and to address the specific subject of Health Claims. Readers should also note the two 
technical amendments to Regulation (EC) No. 1924/2006 that were approved in January 2008: Regulation 
(EC) 107/2008 (OJ L 39 13.02.2008 pp. 008-010) and Regulation (EC) 109/2008 (OJ L 39 13.02.2008 
pp. 014-015). 
 
However, during this period legislation to expand and update the General Food Labelling Requirements 
has been moving forward. The key publication for review is COM(2008)040 31.01.2008 –Proposal for a 
Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the provision of food information to 
consumers which, as reported on its Procedure File on the EU Legislative Observer is scheduled for 1st 
Reading on 10/02/2009. 
 
In view of the potential for major revisions of European Union Food Labelling law that may be enacted as 
soon as March 2009 (EP Plenary Session indicative date 24/02/2009), it would seem that early 2009 
would not be an opportune time to make major orders for food packaging materials as many packaging 
label revisions are likely to be required by 2010. 
 
It is hoped by this author that the final legislation to emerge from the Proposal will make it possible for 
DG-SANCO to publish a comprehensive practitioner’s guide to European Union Food Labelling. In the 
USA, the USFDA publishes A Food Labeling Guide most recently updated in April 2008 and available 
on-line. In Canada, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency publishes the Guide to Food Labelling and 
Advertising last revised in 2003 and a current update is due out in 2009. The lack of such a publication on 
EU Food Labelling is a serious shortcoming and needs to be remedied by DG-SANCO and the EFSA as 
soon as possible. We note, lest readers correct our spelling, that the “American English” word labeling 
differs from the “English” word labelling. 
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